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Meetings

City Council
November 9   7 p.m.

Planning Commission
December 9    7 p.m.

Elk Ridge Water Is Safe
Routine drinking water samples taken on October 21, 2010, showed the presence 
of coliform bacteria. Coliforms are bacteria which are naturally present in the 
environment and are used as an indicator that other, potentially-harmful, bacteria 
may be present. Coliforms were found in more samples than allowed and this was a 
warning of potential problems. No harmful bacteria were present.

Upon receiving the reports, we immediately notified community leaders to 
notify by telephone all Elk Ridge water system users that we would be adding 
chlorine to the water system to abate the problem. On October 22, we flushed 
the system with chlorinated water. At no time was the water unsafe to drink, 
but we felt the citizens had a right to know about the chlorine and why we were 
flushing water from fire hydrants. Tests taken on October 28, 2010, show an 
absence of coliforms, indicating that the problem is resolved.

Please see the required public notice on page 3.

See DPEM on Page 2

Loafer Canyon Road Water Break
On October 22, a water leak was reported in the vicinity of 387 N. Loafer Can-
yon Road. Some asphalt was removed from the road to expose a failed saddle 
connection to the water main. Pressure in the line was maintained to prevent any 
contamination while a new connection was installed. Thanks to all who assisted 
in the repair.

Disaster Preparedness & Emergency Mgmt.
The Elk Ridge Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (DPEM) team 
met on October 30 to discuss our current state of readiness and consider ideas to 
revamp and improve city drills and training. About 25 citizens and DPEM team 
leaders attended. All agreed that we needed to focus our city’s efforts on specific 
disaster scenarios and training from our emergency services personnel.

The discussion was led by our newly appointed DPEM Director, Edward 
Whitlock, who has been serving as our city’s CERT leader for the past year. D.J. 
Heap, a recent addition to our Elk Ridge community, has volunteered to take 



2

From the SheriffDPEM
Continued from page 1

over CERT leadership. CERT has been a vital part of our 
city’s preparedness efforts, and we will be making some 
changes to our CERT organization to help us get closer 
to being disaster ready. We will also be working with our 
surrounding cities to offer combined CERT classes to 
make it more cost and time effective for those involved.

The most probable disaster scenario we will face as 
a community is a major earthquake. Preparing for that 
event will be the main focus of our efforts. The commit-
tee discussed ideas to improve CERT and recognized the 
need for developing better trained search and rescue and 
triage teams in each of our neighborhoods (wards). Citi-
zens will have the opportunity to participate in ongoing 
emergency and disaster response skills training.

We need your help to get to where we need to be as a 
city to take care of ourselves and help others in a disaster 
situation. If you would like to get involved in our city’s 
preparedness efforts or would be interested in being a part 
of your neighborhood’s search and rescue or CERT team, 
please send an email to Edward Whitlock (elkridgecert@
gmail.com). Thank you to all who volunteer their time 
and effort to help make Elk Ridge a safer, more prepared 
place to live!

A Neighborhood Watch pamphlet is being distributed.  
Please attend the upcoming meeting Tuesday, November 
16, at 7 p.m. at the City office. 

A traffic study was recently conducted for Elk Ridge 
Drive and recommendations were given to the City 
Council for consideration. Please continue to obey all 
posted speed limits and make full and complete stops at 
stop signs.  

In accordance with Elk Ridge City Code, starting 
November 1, no street-side parking is allowed within the 
City to help facilitate snow removal.

From October 1 to October 28, the Utah County 
Sheriff ’s Office responded to 30 calls for service in Elk 
Ridge City. These calls included:

 

8 Animal Problems
4 Civil Problems
4 Citizen Contacts
2 Agency Assists
2 Alarms
2 Juvenile Problems

 

Please continue to report criminal or suspicious activ-
ity by calling Dispatch at 801.851.4100. 

Garbage Rate Change January 1, 2011
The new contract with Allied Waste has been finalized 
and allows us to hold the line on the $11 rate for the first 
garbage container. (We were able to avoid the expected 
increase of $2–3.) However, we will have to increase the 
rate on optional additional containers to $9 each. We will 
continue to have the bulk containers for spring cleanup. 
To obtain these rates, we will need to place the contain-
ers on the same side of the street—instructions will be 
forthcoming. 

2 Suspicious
1 Warrant Service
1 Burglary
1 Criminal Mischief
1 Medical
1 Weapon Offense

Curb & Gutter and Asphalt
All of the curb & gutter projects along W Oak Ridge 
Drive, W Magellan, and N Columbus are complete. The 
recent storms have shown us that the curbing and the two 
new sumps that were installed are functioning well. The 
completion of the asphalt overlay on Magellan put the 
finishing touches on the project. We hope you are pleased 
with the work that has been done to alleviate the flooding 
problems and to complete Magellan Lane.

Water Shut Off Fees Change 
To encourage citizens to pay their utility bills on time, the 
City Council approved additional charges for delinquent 
accounts. Currently, a $10 late fee is charged if the ac-
count is not paid by the due date, and the water is shut off 
if the bill is not paid by the 15th of the following month 
($25 charge—no change). Effective January 1, 2011, the 
courtesy red tag notice of a pending shut off will no lon-
ger be free. Those who do not pay before the City deliv-
ers the courtesy notice will be charged $15. Turning the 
water back on will remain free; however, the second time 
the water is turned off will require that a non-refundable 
$100 deposit be kept in the account, which will be in-
creased by $25 each time the water is turned off.

Cash Reward. . .
for information leading to those responsible for vandal-
ism at 373 E Ama Fille. Call Dispatch 801.851.4100.

Lost and Found
Please call the City office with a description to claim your 
lost bicycle. 801.423.2300.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DRINKING WATER
Tests Showed Coliform Bacteria in Elk Ridge Water

Our water system recently violated a drinking water standard. Although this incident was not an emergency, 
as our customers, you have a right to know what happened and what we did to correct this situation.

We routinely monitor for drinking water contaminants. We took 2 samples to test for the presence of 
coliform bacteria during October. Both of our samples showed the presence of total coliform bacteria. The 
standard is that no more than 1 sample per month may do so.

What should I do?

You do not need to boil your water or take other corrective actions. However, if you have specific 
health concerns, consult your doctor.

People with severely compromised immune systems, infants, and some elderly may be at increased risk. 
These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. General guidelines 
on ways to lessen the risk of infection by microbes are available from EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 
1 (800) 426-4791.

What does this mean?

This is not an emergency. If it had been, you would have been notified immediately. Total coliform 
bacteria are generally not harmful themselves. Coliforms are bacteria which are naturally present in 
the environment and are used as an indicator that other, potentially-harmful, bacteria may be present. 
Coliforms were found in more samples than allowed and this was a warning of potential problems.

Usually, coliforms are a sign that there could be a problem with the system’s treatment or distribution 
system (pipes). Whenever we detect coliform bacteria in any sample, we do follow-up testing to see if other 
bacteria of greater concern, such as fecal coliform or E. coli, are present. We did not find any of these 
bacteria in our subsequent testing, and further testing shows that this problem has been resolved.

What happened? What was done?

Under the direction of the Utah Division of Drinking Water, we took measures to disinfect the drinking 
water system. In the follow-up samples taken, there were no problems with the Loafer Canyon well, the 
well in use. The tanks and piping were treated with chlorine, to a dosage between .5 parts-per-million (ppm) 
and .85 ppm. The state maximum allowable limit for drinking water is 4.0 ppm. While some residents may 
have noticed chlorine in the water for a short time, the chlorine added to our water system has already 
dissipated. Tests taken on October 28, 2010, show an absence of coliforms, indicating that the problem 
is resolved.

For more information, please contact the City Office at 801.423.2300 or stop by the office for a copy of the 
sampling reports. Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially 
those who may not have received this notice directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, 
schools, and businesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by 
hand or mail.

This notice is being sent to you by mail. Water System ID#: 25031. Date distributed: 11/2/2010.



Th
e follow

ing list of projects show
s the variety of w

ork w
anted. C

ash 
donations to buy tools and m

aterials w
ould be appreciated very m

uch. 
M

any trade skills are needed—
cabinet m

akers, painters, carpenters, 
electricians, and w

elders. Please let us know
 w

hat you w
ould like to do.

Projects
Verify w

ater valve locations
N

ew
 council table chairs (6)

Build a new
 lobby counter &

 telephone desk
Build or donate a fram

ed 3 x 5 bulletin board for lobby
Build parts shelving in the old pum

p house
Install double doors and donated furnace in shop 
Build and install pipe racks in shop area
Install exhaust fan in shop
Install tennis court and playground lights
R

eplace shop floor and install sum
p

Landscaping around C
ity flagpole

R
epair chain link fences

W
hite rope light strings for council room

 

Tools N
eeded

Im
pact sockets, all sizes and drives, shallow

 and deep
Im

pact w
rench ¾

" and 1"
Portable air com

pressor
Portable air tank
R

egular sockets, all sizes and drives, shallow
 and deep

W
renches, up to 1 7/8"

W
ire w

heel for 4" grinder
Fram

ing tools:
H

am
m

ers
Squares—

fram
ing and speed

Electrician tools:
Screw

drivers
Pliers/cutters/w

ire strippers
Voltm

eter/am
probe

Bag
Plum

bing tools:
Soldering tools
Pipe w

renches
C

utters
R

eam
er

Th
reader w

/dies ½
–2"

Sm
all portable subm

ersible pum
p

Catch the 
S

pirit

Portable electric cut-off saw
O

xygen sensor for vaults
Portable cutting torch
Battery chargers (12v &

 24v)
Jum

per cables
W

ire feed w
elder

A
brasive blades for cut-off saw

D
iam

ond blades for cut-off saw
Pegboard w

/hangers
Sm

all generator (2kw
)

A
ir hoses

G
arden hoses

Extension cords
Portable spotlights
Flashlights/headlights
Tool bags

Th
e city really needs m

ore tools. Please consider donating your excess 
tools.

P
r
o
jec

ts

Please circle w
hat you w

ould like to help w
ith and return to the city offi

ce or green city drop box w
ith your w

ater bill paym
ent:

N
am

e___________________________________     A
ddress_____________________________________      Phone___________________

D
onation    ☐

 $10    ☐
 $25    ☐

 $50    ☐
 $100    ☐

 $500     O
ther_________________ (C

ash donations can be added to your w
ater bill paym

ent.)  Thank you!


